Catcher in the Rye

Study Questions
Answer the following questions in complete sentences in your writer’s notebook to be prepared for the exam.  Please reference the page numbers where you are finding this information.  To reference properly, include the page number in parenthesis at the end of the sentence (s).  


Chapter I

1. What is the reality of Pencey Prep in contrast to the advertisements, as seen by Holden?
2. Who is Selma Thurmer, and why did Holden like her?
3. Why was Holden trying to “feel” some kind of good-bye?
4. How popular was the sport of polo at Pencey Prep?
Chapter II

1. What advice did Dr. Thurmer give to Holden?
2. Did Holden agree with Dr. Thurmer’s description of life as a game? Explain your answer.
3. Was Pencey Prep really the fourth school from which Holden was asked to leave? Explain your answer.
4. Why did Holden write Mr. Spencer a note at the end of his examination paper?
5. Why did Holden leave Elkton Hills School?
6. What excuse did Holden give Mr. Spencer for having to end the visit?
7. Holden told Mr. Spencer not to worry about him. What reason did he give for not worrying?
Chapter III

1. What was the substance of Ossenburger’s speech?
2. Who are Holden’s favorite authors?
3. How does Holden determine whether a book is outstanding?
4. What does Holden say in defense of Stradlater?
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