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Say-Mean-Matter     Letter to the Next President 2.0        Chart

	Say

(What information is being presented?  This is a summary of what the text says.  What facts are presented?)
--Supporting details of the claim, topic or thesis statement
	Mean

(What does this information mean?  This is about interpretation.  What are its implications?  What thoughts/emotions does it evoke?)

--Claim, topic, or thesis statement
	Matter

(So what?  What are the implications?  What is the significance of this text?  What are the possible outcomes or results?  What are its impacts?  

--Student interpretation, supporting details

	Example on the Stance of Testing: 
Citing a recent study about testing, Strauss says, “The average student in America’s big-city public schools takes some 112 mandatory standardized tests between pre-k and the end of 12th grade-an average of about eight a year… That eats up between 20 to 25 hours every school year.”

	Example on the Stance of Testing: 
This means that a large portion of the school year is spent on prepping for and taking test at every grade level.

	Example on the Stance of Testing: 
This matters because the instructional time is lost for students, not only on taking the actual test, but also on preparing for and worrying about the test. With this much lost time, learning is also lost. This point should lead to a reduction of focus on standardize testing. 
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