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Class of 2017’s Last Lecture
Final Exam: Part I
While we read and view The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch, you will be completing your last lecture of high school.
The following chapters must be represented for this project:

I.      Reflections on the Past and Future
II.      Changing the World for the Better
III. Saying Farewell 
Part of your lecture is sharing this work too. So, know that our community of practice is also an audience for your work. 
Assessment will be based on:

·         Clearly establishing and targeting work for a specific rhetorical situation

·         Real audience, purpose, and application are clear and met

·         Project reflects deep understanding of one’s role within society
·         Project is based on you and reflects careful introspection that you are doing for the purposes of this work, as well as other purposes in your life

·         Quality work – time and effort are pieced together for rich work, work is publishable quality

·     

Some might make a scrapbook, maybe a three-ring binder, and others might make a webpage or post some pieces on Youth Voices. Someone might make a movie, a digital story, or any other creative outlet. The only way of information that I will not let you use are Power Point and Prezi.
Chapter I: Reflections on the Past– includes the following:

· An introduction with a quote that goes with your achievements. 
· In this section include any special awards you have received or recognition for which you have been cited. This might be in the form of certificates, college acceptance letters, scholarship letters, perfect attendance, volunteer certificates, etc… You must have at least 6 accomplishments worth sharing in diverse backgrounds.
· This section should include the 6 required poems/writings (directions are attached). 
· In creating this section include, where appropriate, pictures and related graphics that enhance your writing. Part of your grade is based on design/presentation.

Writing Piece #1 Auto-Bio-Poem
A auto-bio-poem is an unrhymed poem with a set formula.  Follow the formula below and use SPECIFIC details. (Show, don’t tell.) Also, we know you might have done a poem like this before, but now you are a young adult with a variety of experiences and a range of opinions. Show that growth and development in your poem.
Note: Keep this PG13 rated or lower.

Form:







First name

Four one-word things that describe you

Lover of ... (3 people, ideas, songs, etc.  - any mixture) 

Who needs ... (3 things - any mixture of ideas)

Who gives ... (3 things ...)

Who fears ... (3 things)

Who would like ...(3 things)

Who will someday ... (3 things)

Last Name

Student Samples:

Robert

A poet, a dreamer, a philosopher, and a talker

Lover of Plato, E. Fromm, and being different

Who needs someone to love, something to do, and someone to love him

Who gives time for listening to his friends, help to his parents around the house, and a hard time to his brother

Who fears not doing as well as his brother, failure, not getting a good job

Who would like to see a Hawaiian sunset, an "A" on a math test, and Jenelle in his arms

Who will someday get organized, beat Gary at Monopoly, and

write a sleazy novel

Romfield

#2 Someone Who....
What characteristics stand out about someone who you know well --- Consider all of your senses when thinking of this person. Reflect on the role they played in your life and experiences you shared together. Think about his / her personality and what you remember most. You are trying to show someone a picture, with details included about an important person in your life.

Someone Who...[image: image1.wmf]
Carol was someone who ...

Wore purple scarves and sequins on her shirt

And on her soul.

Who ran around the flagpole

Naked

In the falling snow

On a "bet-you-wouldn't!"-dare.

Who cooked gourmet meals in her messy kitchen, 

And planted a garden that had no rows at all,

Looking as if a mischievous child had scattered seeds

Helter Skelter, here and there.

Who dragged me away from city lights

To the top of the mountain.

We lay flat on the damp, summer grass

Looking up, watching Orion and the Scorpion

Race across the sky.

Who dug holes for daffodil bulbs

In late November.

I told her they wouldn't grow.

Wild and deadly cells blossomed in her, and

In May the daffodils defied my prediction

And spiked through the soil

To face the sun.

But Carol of the Sequined Soul

Was gone. 

#3 A Special Place of my Younger Years
Is there a place that you look at with your eyes ... and other people look at the same place, but see it differently?

They call it a place


where dead rats, dead cats and people

are treated equally.

They call it a place where muggings and murders

are commonplace happenings.

They call it a place 

where graffiti dwells on walls and buildings

done by the same spray paint

that is missing from the corner store.

They call it a place 

where the strong odor of garbage

piled high upon the streets

is considered one of the important factors

that makes this place what it is.

They call it a place

where not many work

a place where many are known to be illiterate.

They call it a place

where husbands abandon their wives

wives abandon their children

and children abandon their dreams.

#4 Describe an life-changing Experience:

 Go back in memory until you can see it - and maybe smell, hear, and feel it – You may use the Never Shall I Forget Poem if you choose.
While serving lunch

in that cluttered room

the teacher never looked at

or even noticed me

while I tugged at her skirt

trying to show her

the first tooth

I had lost

in an apple ...

        Kayla Schwartz

Hated home EC teacher

Who wants to sew anyway?

"Quiet!" she shrieks

Giving us dull school scissors

Demanding we cut the green cloth straight.

"It's crooked!" she grunts.

Can't you even sew a seam?

Quietly, inch by inch

I moved toward her desk

And into the thimble

Which she always wore as protection against the needle's pick,

I poured invisible, sticky, oily, smelly sewing machine oil, 

Right up to the top.

Revenge is sweet.

         M. Sauvie

#5 Senior Bucket List

Bucket List Assignment

Here are some questions to think about when creating your Bucket List. 

· What if you were to die tomorrow? What would you wish you could do before you die?

· What have you always wanted to do but have not done yet?

· What will you do if you have unlimited time, money and resources?

· Any countries, places or locations you want to visit?

· What are your biggest goals and dreams?

· What do you want to see in person?

· What achievements do you want to have?

· What experiences do you want to have / feel?

· Are there any special moments you want to witness?

· What activities or skills do you want to learn or try out?

· What are the most important things you can ever do?

· What would you like to say/do together with other people? People you love? Family? Friends?

· Are there any specific people you want to meet in person?

· What do you want to achieve in the different areas: Social, Love, Family, Career, Finance, Health (Your weight, Fitness level), Spiritual?

· What do you need to do to lead a life of the greatest meaning?

Need Ideas - Do Some Research 

Visit the following websites that provide ideas about creating a bucket list: 

http://abundance-blog.marelisa-online.com/2010/05/21/bucket-list-ideas/ 

http://thingstodo.oncelife.com.au/ 

Assignment:  You are going to create a bucket list with 40 items.  Each item will be written in a complete sentence and no two sentences can start the same.  Vary the length and type of sentences.  Use a 12 font and double space.

Writing  Piece #6  Letter to Almost 30-Year-Old-Me

One Page in length-Letter Format

Write a letter to yourself as a celebration of the way things were and the way things might be in the future (20 years later) in their your lives. Choose from the following topics and then write about them in the letter to yourself.

· Suggested topics: - What was great about your graduating year? 

· What was bad? 

· What big events happened within our society during your senior year?

· Do you think you changed over the last year? How? 

· Who are your friends and why?

· What are your favorite and least favorite things? Think food, colors, clothes, hobbies, sports, music, classes, etc. 

· Do you think you will change over the next year? How and in what ways?

· Do you have any predictions about the next year? 

· If you could give your future self-one piece of advice, what would it be?

Chapter II.
Changing the World for the Better
“When we're connected to others, we become better people.” 
― Randy Pausch
In order to have a better world that you are entering, you have to take action. One area that you can make change in is in doing Random Acts of Kindness. Activists have to set examples for others to follow.

Write a chapter of at least 750 words on the following:

· What did you choose to do and why?

· How often or how many times you did RAKs and why (do at least 4)

· Psychological Observations of Yourself:  How did you feel beforehand?  How did you feel afterwards?  Why?

· Impacts and Social Psychology Observations:  What impact do you believe your actions had on others?  Did you notice any change in their demeanor or behavior?  Did you notice any effects on norms or conformity (other people doing the same)?

· What worked well?  What might you try in the future?

· Other thoughts or reflections?

· What is your opinion of the assignment?

Chapter III. –Saying Farewell– include the following: 
· An introduction of a quote with thoughts about new beginnings. 

· Thank you notes to at least three adults who helped you on your road to graduation. One is to your parents/guardian or other relative. The second goes to a staff member of your educational career (teacher, principal, counselor, support staff, coach, etc). Lastly, a letter to an adult of your choice. You must write at least one solid paragraph of at least 6-8 sentences for each person, but you may surpass that number.

Character Sketch – if you choose not to do a “Someone Who...” poem, you will be doing a character sketch. A character sketch is an essay about an inspirational person in your life. It should be approximately two pages long and should adhere to the characteristics of good writing for a personal essay. Use specific details, dialogue, and anecdotes to reveal the person’s personality and why he / she is inspirational to you.











